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Rima Irmayani is a master student of conflict, reconstruction and human security at Institute Social Studies (ISS) of Eurasmus University. Before coming to ISS, she worked with NGOs in Indonesia on issues of conflict and reconstruction for almost 9 years. She has extensive experiences in managing a range of emergency, transition and development programs both natural and man-made disaster. Her reflections and experiences from her works have been shared in papers/abstract that she presented in conferences and seminars at national, regional and international levels.
She will conduct her research on peace, reconstruction and participation. This research comes from her reflections following working on issues of peace, reconstruction and participation for almost 9 years in various parts of Indonesia - Central Sulawesi, South East Sulawesi, West Timor and Aceh - and Timor Leste. Having worked with NGOs actively involved in the reconstruction process, she believed that participatory processes could help to promote peace. However, the other side of her experiences taught her that many projects that were implemented in participatory ways did not continue once the project funding ended. She began to question why this was happening, and this led to her research topic about participation in peace and reconstruction. 

This research is aimed to enhance our understanding of community participation in post-conflict reconstruction programs and unfold the intricacies of practices and ideas about peace, reconstruction and participation. It is concerned with what the roles of participation played in rebuilding, how and to what purpose local people in Poso District invited to ‘participate’ in reconstruction processes, what the perceptions of local people about peace interventions, and on the motives and interests of local actors, and how grassroots communities understand their participation in particular program with local realities of ‘lived’ post-conflict reconstruction. 
Having this research will not only address her growing concerns professionally and intellectually with how promoting peace and reconstruction through programmed interventions relates to participation and local realities; but it is expected that this research might even contribute to the changing dynamics of post-conflict transformation among community members and civil society organizations.  In some modest way, it is hoped that the finding of this research might influence positively how NGOs and government design and carry on their activities in relation to beneficiary/participant groups in post-conflict areas of Indonesia. The aim is to somehow influence current practices of how reconstruction programs should be designed, implemented and thought about so that genuinely participatory processes can better be embedded in such programs in future.

